
Welcome to the April 2026 MYJC newsletter! Each month we assemble all the latest need-to-know news 
about MYJC and what's happening for youth across Maryland. Please share your community events, local 
news, needs, and actions with us by emailing gail@advancemaryland.org. Feel free also to forward this 
newsletter with your network and encourage them to sign up to receive their own copy here.

Did you miss our previous newsletters? Find all of our newsletters here.

Not yet a member of MYJC? Email gail@advancemaryland.org today to join.

It’s official: The Youth Charging Reform Act (YCRA) passed, and it’s on its way to being 
signed into law by the governor! 🎉 After over a dozen years, and the work of hundreds of 
advocates and thousands of Marylanders who are continuing the work, we have made a major first step 
in ending the automatic charging of kids as adults in Maryland. We give a huge THANK YOU to our 
partners (including you!) for the many years of hard work that led to the Youth Charging Reform Act. 💙

Bill Signing Save the Date: The YCRA could be signed on May 12th or May 26th.

MYJC Resource: Summary of the Youth Charging Reform Act

Now that session is over, you can track what youth justice and MYJC priority bills passed 
and what didn't. Check out our final updated bill tracker for the 2026 legislative session.
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The work continues. Our next meeting will be on Monday, May 11th at 4PM where we will discuss 
what our work should be post-session to defend and build on the YCRA. We will also discuss next steps 
to identify what our coalition prioritizes over the next few years beyond this effort. With the passage of 
the YCRA, we have an opportunity to focus on new efforts that protect kids who become system-
involved, keep kids out of the system, and just as importantly, support community efforts to empower 
our youth.

One of these crucial next steps will be our annual coalition retreat, which will be held in mid-June of 
this year. We are looking for volunteers to help us plan the retreat, please email 
sergio@advancemaryland.org if you are interested. Expect a survey and date to be discussed at our May 
meeting.

Session/Bill Updates

The Youth Charging Reform Act headed to Gov. Moore: Coverage from Maryland Matters, 
Baltimore Banner, Baltimore Sun/The Sentinel, CBS Baltimore, Washington Times.

After more than a decade, youth charging bill passes, heads to governor’s desk. Sen. 
William C. Smith Jr., the bill’s sponsor, called passage in both chambers “a significant step forward,” 
even as advocates and some Democratic legislators were saying it’s only a first step and will need to 
be strengthened in the future to help more youth. Check out this Maryland Matters article. (April 7, 
2026)

Despite reservations on both sides, advocates hope to pass youth charging bill. 
Supporters are pushing for approval, saying the compromise bill is better than nothing. Read on in 
Maryland Matters. (April 6, 2026)

House Judiciary Committee passes the Youth Charging Reform Act: Coverage from 
Maryland Matters, WYPR, Baltimore Sun.

mailto:sergio@advancemaryland.org
mailto:sergio@advancemaryland.org
https://url1005.email.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.A3cd-kVlFz1CzUMSYeTvVTdJiwMbwyHMOK6QE74oeoyNG-UogdkFYvFGWcm1I7tEO1pDjJncKQuKREJRGg7OpeiRx4cwyDCPa1tAOrTcEe_5_2yyNyOOhQVZhbGzJxDoFSFOO0iujHlFfFRuHXwGdU3l9aoAxxgZJIqwRuBdX5w8h01ic7ZdrMcuCN7YIzGTsWnOf5R0RrohTATonmTZTZJJhkRhlrmJbIH4-YYOlHdXVxIAdcbfx6w19xN97nPqRI7gnjfqzA0rm7BQrPUPw0ovxzHiR6llLkHnc3MT48rmVhcqMPWJzgjb52nrq2Ganr_Xve7gw-FiBnF5bT1IYLsi6iFKy9iYD65z5B3VDKxJexwc0r8vYmqPWq9ucnpl/4q8/CK1yYHWkRB-EO1gCRuqQlQ/h5/h001.2xebnBi4_gFA50DoCJlp4r4cs445APQMx1f8bkbyaWU
https://url1005.email.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.A3cd-kVlFz1CzUMSYeTvVTdJiwMbwyHMOK6QE74oeoyNG-UogdkFYvFGWcm1I7tEO1pDjJncKQuKREJRGg7OpeiRx4cwyDCPa1tAOrTcEe_5_2yyNyOOhQVZhbGzJxDoFSFOO0iujHlFfFRuHXwGdU3l9aoAxxgZJIqwRuBdX5w8h01ic7ZdrMcuCN7YIzGTsWnOf5R0RrohTATonmTZTZJJhkRhlrmJbIH4-YYOlHdXVxIAdcbfx6w19xN97nPqRI7gnjfqzA0rm7BQrPUPw0ovxzHiR6llLkHnc3MT48rmVhcqMPWJzgjb52nrq2Ganr_Xve7gw-FiBnF5bT1IYLsi6iFKy9iYD65z5B3VDKxJexwc0r8vYmqPWq9ucnpl/4q8/CK1yYHWkRB-EO1gCRuqQlQ/h5/h001.2xebnBi4_gFA50DoCJlp4r4cs445APQMx1f8bkbyaWU
https://url1005.email.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMf22BYUHwIlwrWGEhbdSLgCNFqMI7S4VZdvQCERL0KH4e0w-UuFkrvwCUAU6WM9fEvMfz8Sy9SH7RV7ZiKPPaf2kWjmJo89WPJxFPNzegrcg2B5Waz0UNyYwNo4N-RKrGEKYyAOB4EorLBzxPxNUalfp616uaLWl0c4p6axmqQo5klqRRxNfUYnoBoiXzmgpegoJ4YPCVR9gjcItYcemFEVVD39Pi5vrZaB7ftWOTY4e5RFIAkyK4DqNQleMAjuNiNTAzzfPnoKsJ111nfxiw4SmbCz5xWNXeELox8F32utf5JSc3QUUrwEN2AqBUaQvle9iCbUKJIQyQq2UnyAWwOee7Gcfo9IcF9PcQJRUeb9J/4q8/CK1yYHWkRB-EO1gCRuqQlQ/h6/h001.Igu8zZaVNnOW-JhOYRGxwH-P0LRPow6Hf8Hzeco19A4
https://url1005.email.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMf22BYUHwIlwrWGEhbdSLgCNFqMI7S4VZdvQCERL0KH4e0w-UuFkrvwCUAU6WM9fEvMfz8Sy9SH7RV7ZiKPPaf2kWjmJo89WPJxFPNzegrcg2B5Waz0UNyYwNo4N-RKrGEKYyAOB4EorLBzxPxNUalfp616uaLWl0c4p6axmqQo5klqRRxNfUYnoBoiXzmgpegoJ4YPCVR9gjcItYcemFEVVD39Pi5vrZaB7ftWOTY4e5RFIAkyK4DqNQleMAjuNiNTAzzfPnoKsJ111nfxiw4SmbCz5xWNXeELox8F32utf5JSc3QUUrwEN2AqBUaQvle9iCbUKJIQyQq2UnyAWwOee7Gcfo9IcF9PcQJRUeb9J/4q8/CK1yYHWkRB-EO1gCRuqQlQ/h6/h001.Igu8zZaVNnOW-JhOYRGxwH-P0LRPow6Hf8Hzeco19A4
https://url1005.email.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.SLdqY4re9NRChJwFnQ0ir6AYw2plC6hyr3P9rPWgdXeXzLicUrnpsecpzkzlXe71p--g6B2gt0xvVfItBwOZx_NnhsTMZ1RchhIIWRDbNf0bYu_OBYJ0Db41L_xCW9KIDUokZWQqfo_Ws0zNw5dbQiE-4_Alm2gpiqQyLqXartKVPveJGNu7FYqcbmKKfdWzEI4MroixVeqkMWB60_9S4C0DpZ2lnyf-YBX-roBBosN8c536_3aycEV4S7ck9arypA3YIhCR8IyQi2vbjv-eWTZNDdssxubOFaBivOkAEDYSqjE1kx78izMhaDz-S5yzZWQe3_-a4Yqzsm2FT2KgQawpj5p7h4YTJ6GX25BemLVPFetaHYZbzLP5LHChMcgE-GhLyNGPdIyvKgsMc5sWbbzs7pXhfQPZ1lSRZz6IOGNVaDhBmS37IPE3QOAs8xCz5E3BfB5NuaYgM6T8tstuow/4q8/CK1yYHWkRB-EO1gCRuqQlQ/h7/h001.hvAwyRIr_09BooItbYWZnl1gOh3p9m6HCOtNQNZ1_es
https://url1005.email.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.SLdqY4re9NRChJwFnQ0ir6AYw2plC6hyr3P9rPWgdXeXzLicUrnpsecpzkzlXe71p--g6B2gt0xvVfItBwOZx_NnhsTMZ1RchhIIWRDbNf0bYu_OBYJ0Db41L_xCW9KIDUokZWQqfo_Ws0zNw5dbQiE-4_Alm2gpiqQyLqXartKVPveJGNu7FYqcbmKKfdWzEI4MroixVeqkMWB60_9S4C0DpZ2lnyf-YBX-roBBosN8c536_3aycEV4S7ck9arypA3YIhCR8IyQi2vbjv-eWTZNDdssxubOFaBivOkAEDYSqjE1kx78izMhaDz-S5yzZWQe3_-a4Yqzsm2FT2KgQawpj5p7h4YTJ6GX25BemLVPFetaHYZbzLP5LHChMcgE-GhLyNGPdIyvKgsMc5sWbbzs7pXhfQPZ1lSRZz6IOGNVaDhBmS37IPE3QOAs8xCz5E3BfB5NuaYgM6T8tstuow/4q8/CK1yYHWkRB-EO1gCRuqQlQ/h7/h001.hvAwyRIr_09BooItbYWZnl1gOh3p9m6HCOtNQNZ1_es
https://url1005.email.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMfpvi23SGzNdy5Duz3gIZ6-XYTyj0qJoNky9JfQqZ_gdv3dqO3a1hbb9FGxhvADAZPjjh75_J8BeENKfXVLxkUY_EJ_dpeh4sxst35y_MbCuHfuRuDvTGkCY9WlFZu91puTX1pjCG38NZlwkJvzC-5ELoJExaEqtV8eRtnpYFutZodE3tzy_2H6eR1RLfn2UfuN5PwbL7XNCKCD-sfZOSnlGebQJmsx0qQ8nuguoU5aX6PKNWUr4KhRbogiURqXgVpnfUROnPQUTwoclAl4lwODpYXPH7xcjJamnO6Fwhjgf/4q8/CK1yYHWkRB-EO1gCRuqQlQ/h8/h001.lSbnuz2IY1_Ij8F7LPBiYELyeghdBs0u12aUNjbb0_k
https://url1005.email.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMfpvi23SGzNdy5Duz3gIZ6-XYTyj0qJoNky9JfQqZ_gdv3dqO3a1hbb9FGxhvADAZPjjh75_J8BeENKfXVLxkUY_EJ_dpeh4sxst35y_MbCuHfuRuDvTGkCY9WlFZu91puTX1pjCG38NZlwkJvzC-5ELoJExaEqtV8eRtnpYFutZodE3tzy_2H6eR1RLfn2UfuN5PwbL7XNCKCD-sfZOSnlGebQJmsx0qQ8nuguoU5aX6PKNWUr4KhRbogiURqXgVpnfUROnPQUTwoclAl4lwODpYXPH7xcjJamnO6Fwhjgf/4q8/CK1yYHWkRB-EO1gCRuqQlQ/h8/h001.lSbnuz2IY1_Ij8F7LPBiYELyeghdBs0u12aUNjbb0_k
https://url1005.email.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMfKNqy7UUX4rxShY_RZ0kcsZQkoIAugr3EOF48w-ftyMoc891dNbf-c8m0IVYSyRgRlEZiKtJoZ0zzJLHSUzkONK8-vzUHAk4Og3HSVNAqy48ieu0sp2OQIMJ4g3LB00WaPs_rkxZAG_wb2NlR36XkorljpPktYWBAph9q6H2YXIRFyiWMuLygDcVOy3LqOhq0f1OYTLf-yRcLJeh3N9PZM1bbFIgAd8HSHbsB0ruSHTLwwNLbLTYRC0Fyle6DnilWXKYsNChTtc81gfbvNTqIAlG9skS0K8URMftT3hUvta5HDNVDwCIMp0Pgl2jJh4YwxDcKracN588WNXvayN1oUy8x0geYrR0NOBryjyT0m3/4q8/CK1yYHWkRB-EO1gCRuqQlQ/h9/h001.l26JZ4R3ip9cBAxd5uI2EZNllinfotyKW7E_DZAMW_M
https://url1005.email.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMfKNqy7UUX4rxShY_RZ0kcsZQkoIAugr3EOF48w-ftyMoc891dNbf-c8m0IVYSyRgRlEZiKtJoZ0zzJLHSUzkONK8-vzUHAk4Og3HSVNAqy48ieu0sp2OQIMJ4g3LB00WaPs_rkxZAG_wb2NlR36XkorljpPktYWBAph9q6H2YXIRFyiWMuLygDcVOy3LqOhq0f1OYTLf-yRcLJeh3N9PZM1bbFIgAd8HSHbsB0ruSHTLwwNLbLTYRC0Fyle6DnilWXKYsNChTtc81gfbvNTqIAlG9skS0K8URMftT3hUvta5HDNVDwCIMp0Pgl2jJh4YwxDcKracN588WNXvayN1oUy8x0geYrR0NOBryjyT0m3/4q8/CK1yYHWkRB-EO1gCRuqQlQ/h9/h001.l26JZ4R3ip9cBAxd5uI2EZNllinfotyKW7E_DZAMW_M
https://url1005.email.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.A3cd-kVlFz1CzUMSYeTvVTdJiwMbwyHMOK6QE74oeoyNG-UogdkFYvFGWcm1I7tEO1pDjJncKQuKREJRGg7OpeiRx4cwyDCPa1tAOrTcEe_5_2yyNyOOhQVZhbGzJxDoFSFOO0iujHlFfFRuHXwGdU3l9aoAxxgZJIqwRuBdX5xZcasoP1GXcMu1Fb6-9AN760XWugIysQAT74fy-UZdtLShUPEfrZXt-JcIas-p87jEcSz_MK2jSFkytnfEeUQGAJInWtx2BjIld1KpK_XIExRLsA3dLlXgo8NmWvP_2rUXkTheK8gOipWgogwo-F6pWmuej_VsZw4VCCViAb_CUze9Bopnv1I9X5S-HTB4lswyvBHj97P1zzmOdab-lFFT/4q8/CK1yYHWkRB-EO1gCRuqQlQ/h10/h001.USTK1M7JfqMyGmAtRP6K7T-uM03dDocBn_Dg87Iqw1g
https://url1005.email.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.A3cd-kVlFz1CzUMSYeTvVTdJiwMbwyHMOK6QE74oeoyNG-UogdkFYvFGWcm1I7tEO1pDjJncKQuKREJRGg7OpeiRx4cwyDCPa1tAOrTcEe_5_2yyNyOOhQVZhbGzJxDoFSFOO0iujHlFfFRuHXwGdU3l9aoAxxgZJIqwRuBdX5xZcasoP1GXcMu1Fb6-9AN760XWugIysQAT74fy-UZdtLShUPEfrZXt-JcIas-p87jEcSz_MK2jSFkytnfEeUQGAJInWtx2BjIld1KpK_XIExRLsA3dLlXgo8NmWvP_2rUXkTheK8gOipWgogwo-F6pWmuej_VsZw4VCCViAb_CUze9Bopnv1I9X5S-HTB4lswyvBHj97P1zzmOdab-lFFT/4q8/CK1yYHWkRB-EO1gCRuqQlQ/h10/h001.USTK1M7JfqMyGmAtRP6K7T-uM03dDocBn_Dg87Iqw1g
https://url1005.email.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.A3cd-kVlFz1CzUMSYeTvVTdJiwMbwyHMOK6QE74oeoz_-6RQ4C9XFWpGCLY_41K1x2GGuMLG019617Gw9IdA6G6ZMT1TNRgbx8aPjcg4DJzdOKmoOA6OYMYImFTw7k5SMSbpSrlzvFNDdiWOqNPYlK09f2Sl3s4I3uO9uOeqo7Sc5cXFdJfKMKx11iGfJWnigkla3pnhLUBl6lS3ApIYAyXADMTDqiDPv5rnSWh9aCXhiz8UnH1Ndhja3qxmuTntcsQWABjzGmthip3s4K-V5CFi231cdpM_756l5vI98QTddAePMDhr1InoFArCRJwx-JUcWR6ChptTslV8vThWntlgyX3_EaHANW5BeZjHnR6DsbVSTdnc_oWPF6E7nVmW/4q8/CK1yYHWkRB-EO1gCRuqQlQ/h11/h001.EXSrv7UVyFyDOO_2_kLPyET7coi64G-Pr7FZL7eSkcM
https://url1005.email.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.A3cd-kVlFz1CzUMSYeTvVTdJiwMbwyHMOK6QE74oeoz_-6RQ4C9XFWpGCLY_41K1x2GGuMLG019617Gw9IdA6G6ZMT1TNRgbx8aPjcg4DJzdOKmoOA6OYMYImFTw7k5SMSbpSrlzvFNDdiWOqNPYlK09f2Sl3s4I3uO9uOeqo7Sc5cXFdJfKMKx11iGfJWnigkla3pnhLUBl6lS3ApIYAyXADMTDqiDPv5rnSWh9aCXhiz8UnH1Ndhja3qxmuTntcsQWABjzGmthip3s4K-V5CFi231cdpM_756l5vI98QTddAePMDhr1InoFArCRJwx-JUcWR6ChptTslV8vThWntlgyX3_EaHANW5BeZjHnR6DsbVSTdnc_oWPF6E7nVmW/4q8/CK1yYHWkRB-EO1gCRuqQlQ/h11/h001.EXSrv7UVyFyDOO_2_kLPyET7coi64G-Pr7FZL7eSkcM
https://url1005.email.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.A3cd-kVlFz1CzUMSYeTvVTdJiwMbwyHMOK6QE74oeoz_-6RQ4C9XFWpGCLY_41K1x2GGuMLG019617Gw9IdA6G6ZMT1TNRgbx8aPjcg4DJzdOKmoOA6OYMYImFTw7k5SMSbpSrlzvFNDdiWOqNPYlK09f2Sl3s4I3uO9uOeqo7Sc5cXFdJfKMKx11iGfJWnigkla3pnhLUBl6lS3ApIYAyXADMTDqiDPv5rnSWh9aCXhiz8UnH1Ndhja3qxmuTntcsQWABjzGmthip3s4K-V5CFi231cdpM_756l5vI98QTddAePMDhr1InoFArCRJwx-JUcWR6ChptTslV8vThWntlgyX3_EaHANW5BeZjHnR6DsbVSTdnc_oWPF6E7nVmW/4q8/CK1yYHWkRB-EO1gCRuqQlQ/h11/h001.EXSrv7UVyFyDOO_2_kLPyET7coi64G-Pr7FZL7eSkcM
https://url1005.email.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.A3cd-kVlFz1CzUMSYeTvVTdJiwMbwyHMOK6QE74oeoz_-6RQ4C9XFWpGCLY_41K1x2GGuMLG019617Gw9IdA6G6ZMT1TNRgbx8aPjcg4DJzdOKmoOA6OYMYImFTw7k5SMSbpSrlzvFNDdiWOqNPYlK09f2Sl3s4I3uO9uOeqo7Sc5cXFdJfKMKx11iGfJWnigkla3pnhLUBl6lS3ApIYAyXADMTDqiDPv5rnSWh9aCXhiz8UnH1Ndhja3qxmuTntcsQWABjzGmthip3s4K-V5CFi231cdpM_756l5vI98QTddAePMDhr1InoFArCRJwx-JUcWR6ChptTslV8vThWntlgyX3_EaHANW5BeZjHnR6DsbVSTdnc_oWPF6E7nVmW/4q8/CK1yYHWkRB-EO1gCRuqQlQ/h11/h001.EXSrv7UVyFyDOO_2_kLPyET7coi64G-Pr7FZL7eSkcM
https://url1005.email.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.A3cd-kVlFz1CzUMSYeTvVTdJiwMbwyHMOK6QE74oeowSC7Ojga4-lVUkDQ8IwSzI3MmYOEXZVZoOIkndyOtJSKgSrcqLJAG4BBsZAA6xkqrEs6IFehRs5qITwKMp_g70p2SPm5bu5d0I9Id3pCXrM9_kwKBEks2q7GT5kq7FlHP3el8dKeJ3YB-ccs2ei9_tYUU5G03ByMZ3NzURBvFHzZ4DJ3nOf4Gcf9Lsu3BEpmAngcdqz4D7f2R-jGb2WV681ijtLl8XTIRcftHabNL2Ms346TC6d7_yGtx3KbG6oztFQHNp4XYtG_bJob3SKU_kwz5CT1Oo8o4EsLVVs4Orss02ZTmQFV1stmvJt5-a8BM858Y7X5XJv4AfKU6Kgl8l/4q8/CK1yYHWkRB-EO1gCRuqQlQ/h12/h001.JNHV30oSZRsdVRKundhFY8GUXsX3s28afn5CJng726I
https://url1005.email.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.A3cd-kVlFz1CzUMSYeTvVTdJiwMbwyHMOK6QE74oeowSC7Ojga4-lVUkDQ8IwSzI3MmYOEXZVZoOIkndyOtJSKgSrcqLJAG4BBsZAA6xkqrEs6IFehRs5qITwKMp_g70p2SPm5bu5d0I9Id3pCXrM9_kwKBEks2q7GT5kq7FlHP3el8dKeJ3YB-ccs2ei9_tYUU5G03ByMZ3NzURBvFHzZ4DJ3nOf4Gcf9Lsu3BEpmAngcdqz4D7f2R-jGb2WV681ijtLl8XTIRcftHabNL2Ms346TC6d7_yGtx3KbG6oztFQHNp4XYtG_bJob3SKU_kwz5CT1Oo8o4EsLVVs4Orss02ZTmQFV1stmvJt5-a8BM858Y7X5XJv4AfKU6Kgl8l/4q8/CK1yYHWkRB-EO1gCRuqQlQ/h12/h001.JNHV30oSZRsdVRKundhFY8GUXsX3s28afn5CJng726I
https://url1005.email.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMX3DO6hKy9lGPF_GLLao6ZZO2x_QsoHe9ibo_BEwm8ZIPKM6KJMU2CBLA2FVQQ3rnL-0cVWVY4qBlWVENFLoECpK3ljpO0K7P0Ld8Fgd6OZc40sbf0GTygUhaZTnvskbFM5I9_ex1oH8Sm_cVSPCuUswt-pq7U9bXfHNqykSA93_qZeiXXKgXH-oLy-nH0TuhMV4Jmg6ZmNEtpmZUBPQLc7Lw2BmHtk-Y-C8I98PyHBbw8jxqZ4_0BLHQRcVec7sGCdYmdcHtu8x6DxBMmBHOmeMj8aIktoje-eU-GxKNoAcYB41mkRmI8ZGZLwk3z96zCuBqmARrz1FYjzqU9DL2m7DjVBGHK18AvWr5bkaNTZF3sSvF8r6JsYg-ODzgAerUQ/4q8/CK1yYHWkRB-EO1gCRuqQlQ/h13/h001.kTQixPPx2Lmvnm5Id7rm3vdwwLmzyC1co_Kic5yUSZQ
https://url1005.email.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMX3DO6hKy9lGPF_GLLao6ZZO2x_QsoHe9ibo_BEwm8ZIPKM6KJMU2CBLA2FVQQ3rnL-0cVWVY4qBlWVENFLoECpK3ljpO0K7P0Ld8Fgd6OZc40sbf0GTygUhaZTnvskbFM5I9_ex1oH8Sm_cVSPCuUswt-pq7U9bXfHNqykSA93_qZeiXXKgXH-oLy-nH0TuhMV4Jmg6ZmNEtpmZUBPQLc7Lw2BmHtk-Y-C8I98PyHBbw8jxqZ4_0BLHQRcVec7sGCdYmdcHtu8x6DxBMmBHOmeMj8aIktoje-eU-GxKNoAcYB41mkRmI8ZGZLwk3z96zCuBqmARrz1FYjzqU9DL2m7DjVBGHK18AvWr5bkaNTZF3sSvF8r6JsYg-ODzgAerUQ/4q8/CK1yYHWkRB-EO1gCRuqQlQ/h13/h001.kTQixPPx2Lmvnm5Id7rm3vdwwLmzyC1co_Kic5yUSZQ
https://url1005.email.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMXsNxPa5BXIxwk0F49bQMFWAXRuhMqsbdrha9XpAhj6PPmx2aQTCUFKOOVeZeHL0inhmD2ZiLBJ1WWjHfOfUtBgFdT7DalcO7N4Oqir8FU2tQQINN2PxQtYKdix2AqCwI3lfN5pVQRQWaWjb7I0ve8J3BLiVmfE0zmrnDdRNbpHqVAqY_kVEQWjk3rPoQI0UZwgqOZV04OyoPRNx1Hi0lyhfNb-bDT7WRpzI1m4T5jhEkg4rENPCc63SsuQtU-61rDN5XbzzMqNQ2Ia6wcbCWFR7bn4CmudsoUqFEQu6MAyhb30enkaTaiq5wz2A7Y4NQQ/4q8/CK1yYHWkRB-EO1gCRuqQlQ/h14/h001.8IY5ZWk9vtOTfb9JRCT9vQZE6DgkZ2_vOgLdvKvC5TE
https://url1005.email.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMXsNxPa5BXIxwk0F49bQMFWAXRuhMqsbdrha9XpAhj6PPmx2aQTCUFKOOVeZeHL0inhmD2ZiLBJ1WWjHfOfUtBgFdT7DalcO7N4Oqir8FU2tQQINN2PxQtYKdix2AqCwI3lfN5pVQRQWaWjb7I0ve8J3BLiVmfE0zmrnDdRNbpHqVAqY_kVEQWjk3rPoQI0UZwgqOZV04OyoPRNx1Hi0lyhfNb-bDT7WRpzI1m4T5jhEkg4rENPCc63SsuQtU-61rDN5XbzzMqNQ2Ia6wcbCWFR7bn4CmudsoUqFEQu6MAyhb30enkaTaiq5wz2A7Y4NQQ/4q8/CK1yYHWkRB-EO1gCRuqQlQ/h14/h001.8IY5ZWk9vtOTfb9JRCT9vQZE6DgkZ2_vOgLdvKvC5TE


House panel pressed to accept Senate bill to cut number of youth charged as adults. 
With one eye fixed on the calendar, supporters of a bill that would make it harder to charge 
juveniles as adults pressed a House committee to accept a clean Senate version of the bill to 
improve its chances of passage in the remaining days of the session. More from Maryland Matters. 
(April 1, 2026)

General News

Where Maryland made progress on criminal justice. As Maryland's 2026 legislative session 
closed last week, much attention was focused on redistricting battles that drew national scrutiny. 
Far less notice was paid to a quieter but no less important story: Lawmakers took meaningful steps 
to expand second chances in both the youth and adult justice systems and strengthen civic 
participation for justice-impacted Marylanders. Read more from the Baltimore Sun. (April 27, 2026)

Envy program revival gains support from Hagerstown. City officials are weighing reviving the 
Envy youth initiative as a state-backed public safety program wraps up its two-year pilot, offering a 
potential framework to reduce youth crime and strengthen community support systems. The state 
initiative was a collaboration among the Maryland Department of Human Services, the Department 
of Juvenile Services, and the Department of Public Safety and Correctional Services, created to 
better coordinate services for families involved in multiple systems. Read more from Local News 1. 
(April 17, 2026)

Silver Oak shutdown calls grow as whistleblower and lawmakers claim violence, med 
failures. Mounting calls to close Silver Oak Academy are intensifying after lawmakers, a former 
medical contractor, and an internal document obtained by Spotlight on Maryland describe the 
residential facility for foster youth as possibly spiralling into a crisis. Silver Oak’s controversy centers 
on the privately run residential program in Western Carroll County, operated by Rites of Passage 
under state oversight. The facility serves teenage boys, including those involved in Maryland’s foster 
care and juvenile justice systems. More from WJLA. (April 17, 2026).

The horrifying secret of the child detention center we shared as detainee and warden. 
“We come to this story from opposite sides of the detention walls: One of us oversaw the 
incarceration of youth at the Cheltenham Youth Detention Center, and the other was incarcerated 
there as a child in the 1990s.” Check out this piece on MSN. (March 31, 2026)

https://url1005.email.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.A3cd-kVlFz1CzUMSYeTvVTdJiwMbwyHMOK6QE74oeozlAth7Oecr8arbnm86NN88DBlTxmYrvJD1ZARZ90IX5KEPZVySDEEtvKShmTnK8n4q9aNexGGvOLXKQr07NhA5CFy76JtLRSKVazIYvro9rdOwP2ZvjdizK2diaJJLS2D97PKF8ZfyKVXXDXn__SObB9OKQIPEGn2_zeVZ-pDsxxKyOd7dxAyBbR4lb8vorfIM8rRZEgeM8D3g6lz2IHck2U4A9Th8CnSB-JGPJOPLq_8BuJrl-Xdh2CsnvrJxmFcGD2gR3C3tjmUM7R9oJDflj60WwNTEmhU9zLNIbel5-rxxYBpYE61kaddje15yFpGzZ96k0O3NXh_qkDhZnHIglbkzxs38NZ4H1u9oynFgMg/4q8/CK1yYHWkRB-EO1gCRuqQlQ/h15/h001.naGxetFQtetrb-bZxhFrDnLVs8KTFR60nbDdnB2x_uM
https://url1005.email.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.A3cd-kVlFz1CzUMSYeTvVTdJiwMbwyHMOK6QE74oeozlAth7Oecr8arbnm86NN88DBlTxmYrvJD1ZARZ90IX5KEPZVySDEEtvKShmTnK8n4q9aNexGGvOLXKQr07NhA5CFy76JtLRSKVazIYvro9rdOwP2ZvjdizK2diaJJLS2D97PKF8ZfyKVXXDXn__SObB9OKQIPEGn2_zeVZ-pDsxxKyOd7dxAyBbR4lb8vorfIM8rRZEgeM8D3g6lz2IHck2U4A9Th8CnSB-JGPJOPLq_8BuJrl-Xdh2CsnvrJxmFcGD2gR3C3tjmUM7R9oJDflj60WwNTEmhU9zLNIbel5-rxxYBpYE61kaddje15yFpGzZ96k0O3NXh_qkDhZnHIglbkzxs38NZ4H1u9oynFgMg/4q8/CK1yYHWkRB-EO1gCRuqQlQ/h15/h001.naGxetFQtetrb-bZxhFrDnLVs8KTFR60nbDdnB2x_uM
https://url1005.email.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMXsNxPa5BXIxwk0F49bQMFV1jUBEHEwEg4cXclnaZVrRw4DfuMoVb8BcFNpneBTelXh7GG3kDWsNelcrKCQ-Y2H53ZIGoReqxODLYOnzkenIKA64sMC546WzilcoMiQMMiJOTzkHN0-eTaQsvr_ugWT4tKvpZuZZvby_amzTYrkii7zQI0ARTgwDsecjCkJmtIra03ovHU2orRh6sXoo7ueJWo4Tf-4jwH0cAL50V_CLTxYg4IzntpY-AJ_37WNRW7Vamu0BsjfKSsgloXzXyIhFqZfoAyYhq6i-NEzEQkiN/4q8/CK1yYHWkRB-EO1gCRuqQlQ/h16/h001.31SgljuB7GhCjSrKtjIbR_f-WSWB6ZLOBCREyLHdP4M
https://url1005.email.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMXsNxPa5BXIxwk0F49bQMFV1jUBEHEwEg4cXclnaZVrRw4DfuMoVb8BcFNpneBTelXh7GG3kDWsNelcrKCQ-Y2H53ZIGoReqxODLYOnzkenIKA64sMC546WzilcoMiQMMiJOTzkHN0-eTaQsvr_ugWT4tKvpZuZZvby_amzTYrkii7zQI0ARTgwDsecjCkJmtIra03ovHU2orRh6sXoo7ueJWo4Tf-4jwH0cAL50V_CLTxYg4IzntpY-AJ_37WNRW7Vamu0BsjfKSsgloXzXyIhFqZfoAyYhq6i-NEzEQkiN/4q8/CK1yYHWkRB-EO1gCRuqQlQ/h16/h001.31SgljuB7GhCjSrKtjIbR_f-WSWB6ZLOBCREyLHdP4M
https://url1005.email.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.SNYHID0cgDJeR88MOfSMuacvc5WQ4Eq3-Bt986moyRoDVm0ImdGSiXmfrYBt81Bn4H0uUBggIIPXXWGEb2-YjIvFZs5HpZhYnNRIJZRVXGVtCXfwcvDlMeus7uTooVsQAZR9TypAxFJ1p3CZIHdbeszi_eecj6exy7kKEVa7lXBNWUaEI203eBEXyxIwAwV9VG2OqgrkThnnVyqfv5O9K2VLRd-rrMOxUrAT7uqYBePsBUMEs71uTKepe5_CQ_jE499cv3A1NNu3_0H2byB4JCwi3THdmiGBqGzWMSFIAyugrCxWnTKKOQ8XuTYftDwMFlVSWpbn5j8MBw9HREzpHQ/4q8/CK1yYHWkRB-EO1gCRuqQlQ/h17/h001.PTtqZ4i4A_kcjGnmrSR2L0zBckGjGhTHjE7ZX6_HP10
https://url1005.email.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.SNYHID0cgDJeR88MOfSMuacvc5WQ4Eq3-Bt986moyRoDVm0ImdGSiXmfrYBt81Bn4H0uUBggIIPXXWGEb2-YjIvFZs5HpZhYnNRIJZRVXGVtCXfwcvDlMeus7uTooVsQAZR9TypAxFJ1p3CZIHdbeszi_eecj6exy7kKEVa7lXBNWUaEI203eBEXyxIwAwV9VG2OqgrkThnnVyqfv5O9K2VLRd-rrMOxUrAT7uqYBePsBUMEs71uTKepe5_CQ_jE499cv3A1NNu3_0H2byB4JCwi3THdmiGBqGzWMSFIAyugrCxWnTKKOQ8XuTYftDwMFlVSWpbn5j8MBw9HREzpHQ/4q8/CK1yYHWkRB-EO1gCRuqQlQ/h17/h001.PTtqZ4i4A_kcjGnmrSR2L0zBckGjGhTHjE7ZX6_HP10
https://url1005.email.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMY9vubGNZn2XbN2kvlxO1S-3qt_yafuGDgc3mE_olV3XoY3ICIFFQlTmbADvjWf2j1nfPBFa7Vsa763LU6AZFspETetm_eOBQ6kGsDWTan02u_0GZytI-F1oGV_XGY1Xv2y8SN8t27r4R_nCaQrAtTEbKEl00ls506M0WKKHMf6gmYOtrSJ9avfk3HoqqT_0GIht8Hv712CHuaTydi8Ro626_PDt6mEvuhdZZDVtwC4wA7dDIYbKv1orQq5bs6ylg91vWpQozSRUZnOazO_nFFSpTwGVzugnKdTWgfRPriAzzZk3nKPPEinGqIyD7BnHxiadOiA6zE39WLP7twJco1_pwAvpeIQvBj1ctAecn1DQ/4q8/CK1yYHWkRB-EO1gCRuqQlQ/h18/h001.N1BokR7b8hyn7qT3SQcUlgH33by2K5-Rd1BqZ8LgWj0
https://url1005.email.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMY9vubGNZn2XbN2kvlxO1S-3qt_yafuGDgc3mE_olV3XoY3ICIFFQlTmbADvjWf2j1nfPBFa7Vsa763LU6AZFspETetm_eOBQ6kGsDWTan02u_0GZytI-F1oGV_XGY1Xv2y8SN8t27r4R_nCaQrAtTEbKEl00ls506M0WKKHMf6gmYOtrSJ9avfk3HoqqT_0GIht8Hv712CHuaTydi8Ro626_PDt6mEvuhdZZDVtwC4wA7dDIYbKv1orQq5bs6ylg91vWpQozSRUZnOazO_nFFSpTwGVzugnKdTWgfRPriAzzZk3nKPPEinGqIyD7BnHxiadOiA6zE39WLP7twJco1_pwAvpeIQvBj1ctAecn1DQ/4q8/CK1yYHWkRB-EO1gCRuqQlQ/h18/h001.N1BokR7b8hyn7qT3SQcUlgH33by2K5-Rd1BqZ8LgWj0
https://url1005.email.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMSOXb_Kilklp7Ty9p9ezbSvgVURH7OfYjFypAwS-0DQtPPxwXilYOlUO7G0m6ZDdbDcmvsWSzhXDHZfNv1wngIHHL-AfdYU_Qt3QF-qJfhPkefsGpSrtKmhne_9fdQGTAN0mY5WxbKesVnBdReBpjfokU8NoN5Zcn0fPUKW1xMLrRi33CHNlCxFwnjH_pbi8b1i2hYfrrRDvI4HQA1D4-fi55oHuM-CN2df4J0K6JaD64e3Uz6zVmwqEl2_gpbaiVbrp3fjHZqww5OrQUxs4FgotXNtM5ac4LPaWOaIp-WpthN66hCzTTT4NnrZdScdRnE6KKaFtDu1TERvIi8R1vU7NvFkojLbpA-ZRqoBLT7QMYjW0XLF9RrTArl4Lna4KBYUCMoHltSCJ5W0XbtbwyYs/4q8/CK1yYHWkRB-EO1gCRuqQlQ/h19/h001.uGp-Y-bP-ZwN43W6EfVjhH3v7hcfw9A9x_26AIRS2QA
https://url1005.email.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMSOXb_Kilklp7Ty9p9ezbSvgVURH7OfYjFypAwS-0DQtPPxwXilYOlUO7G0m6ZDdbDcmvsWSzhXDHZfNv1wngIHHL-AfdYU_Qt3QF-qJfhPkefsGpSrtKmhne_9fdQGTAN0mY5WxbKesVnBdReBpjfokU8NoN5Zcn0fPUKW1xMLrRi33CHNlCxFwnjH_pbi8b1i2hYfrrRDvI4HQA1D4-fi55oHuM-CN2df4J0K6JaD64e3Uz6zVmwqEl2_gpbaiVbrp3fjHZqww5OrQUxs4FgotXNtM5ac4LPaWOaIp-WpthN66hCzTTT4NnrZdScdRnE6KKaFtDu1TERvIi8R1vU7NvFkojLbpA-ZRqoBLT7QMYjW0XLF9RrTArl4Lna4KBYUCMoHltSCJ5W0XbtbwyYs/4q8/CK1yYHWkRB-EO1gCRuqQlQ/h19/h001.uGp-Y-bP-ZwN43W6EfVjhH3v7hcfw9A9x_26AIRS2QA


“It Takes a Village” Storytime Event
Saturday, May 2, 11AM–1PM
James A. Newpher Library – CCBC Essex Campus
7201 Rossville Blvd, Baltimore MD

Join the Criminal Justice Studies and Library 
Services departments of the Community 
College of Baltimore County (CCBC) for their 
second annual It Takes a Village storytime event! 
CCBC students will be reading to youth of all ages 
as part of a service-learning experience. Helpful 
resources for parents and fun activities for all will 
be provided. Every child will have the opportunity 
to take home a book to continue their reading 
journey and stay connected with their local 
libraries.

“It Takes a Village” Storytime Event
Saturday, May 2, 11AM–1PM
James A. Newpher Library – CCBC Essex Campus
7201 Rossville Blvd, Baltimore MD

Join the Criminal Justice Studies and Library 
Services departments of the Community 
College of Baltimore County (CCBC) for their 
second annual It Takes a Village storytime event! 
CCBC students will be reading to youth of all ages 
as part of a service-learning experience. Helpful 
resources for parents and fun activities for all will 
be provided. Every child will have the opportunity 
to take home a book to continue their reading 
journey and stay connected with their local 
libraries.



Have an upcoming event you want us to highlight in the May newsletter?
Email gail@advancemaryland.org.

Are you viewing this newsletter through our website? 
Click here to subscribe to our monthly newsletter.
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